
Evolution of Earth and Life in          
North America 

(GLY 3105C) Syllabus 
Fall 2020 

 
 

Contact Information 
Instructor:  Dr. Amy Williams   Email:  amywilliams1@ufl.edu 
Office:   Williamson Hall 270   Phone: 352-273-1284 
Office Hours:  Via Zoom or Canvas Conference  Department Mailbox: WM 241 
TAs:   Phylindia Gant    Email: pgant@ufl.edu 
  Luis Torres    Email:torresl2@ufl.edu 
   
 

Required Texts 
❖ Lecture - Evolution of the Earth (8th Ed) by Donald Prothero and Robert Dott 
❖ Lab assignments will be accessible on Canvas 

 

Catalog Course Description 
Advanced examination of the geologic history of planet earth with an emphasis on North America. 
Prerequisites: GLY 2010C or GLY 2030C.  
 

Course Objectives 

• Identify and explain the physical and biological history of planet Earth based on the broad 
survey we will complete during the semester. 

• Explain the role of plate tectonics on the development of the landscape, the evolution of life, 
and climate dynamics. 

• Present in some detail the geologic record of North America while still examining major 
events of other continents and their relationship (if any) to those of North America. 

• Discuss development of the modern geologic landscape of North America. 

 

Grading  
Grading Scheme:     A = 94.0-100%  A- = 90.0-93.9%  

   B+ = 87.0-89.9%  B = 84.0-86.9%   B- = 80.0-83.9% 
   C+ = 77.0-79.9%  C = 74.0-70.0%    
   D+ = 67.0-69.9%  D = 64.0-60.0%    

E = below 60.0% 

NOTE: Grades lower than a C (i.e. lower than 70%) do not count for major, minor, Gen Ed, or college 
credit. 

The final course grade will be calculated using the following system: 
 

EXAM 1 15% 

EXAM 2 15% 
EXAM 3 15% 
EXAM 4 (FINAL) 15% 
SUMMARY QUIZZES 10% 
LAB 30% 
 100% TOTAL 
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More information on grades and grading policies is here: 
https://catalog.ufl.edu/ugrad/current/regulations/info/grades.aspx. 
 
Exams: Exams will cover material from lectures and assigned readings.  
 
Summary Quizzes: Brief, 10 question summary quizzes are available on Canvas for every module in 
the course. The quizzes are meant to reinforce the video lectures and provide example concepts and 
questions that may appear on the exams. This course is partially self-paced but because I would like 
to encourage folks to work through the modules on a reasonable schedule, quizzes will be due the 
Sunday after the module is started. Quizzes may be retaken an unlimited number of times and the 
highest score will be recorded. Late quizzes will be docked 10% for every day they are late, and no 
scores will count for credit if submitted after the last day of class (prior to finals week). 
 
Lab:  Laboratory activities will be completed using assignments posted on Canvas. Laboratory 
activities are due on Sunday evenings on the week they are due. Late labs will be docked 10% for 
every day they are late, and no scores will count for credit if submitted after the last day of class 
(prior to finals week). 
 
Lecture Schedule: Although this course is partially self-paced, I recommend you use the schedule for 
lecture topics, reading assignments, and exams below to stay on track.  
 

Class Policies 
Course communication: Necessary course materials beyond the textbook, lab manual, and fossil 
kits, will be available on Canvas. You are responsible for anything sent by the instructor via email or 
posted on Canvas.  All email communication will be sent to university email accounts; you are 
responsible for checking your university email account at least daily. In most cases allow 24 hours for 
an email response from me (and longer over weekends).  

I am happy to meet during virtual office hours if you have questions, and if those times do not work, 
please e-mail me to set up another time for us to meet. You are also welcome to email me with 
questions. To help me distinguish your emails from those coming in from other classes, add “GLY 3105” 
to the start of your subject line. Please use best practices in your email to me (and all faculty)—this 
includes signing off with your name, using full sentences, and not using text shorthand. This conveys an 
important sense of professionalism that is worth practicing for future jobs. 
 
Virtual Classes and Privacy: Our class sessions may be audio-visually recorded for students in the 
class to refer back and for enrolled students who are unable to attend live (if synchronous sessions 
are held as part of the course). Students who participate with their camera engaged or utilize a 
profile image are agreeing to have their video or image recorded.  If you are unwilling to consent to 
have your profile or video image recorded, be sure to keep your camera off and do not use a profile 
image. Likewise, students who un-mute during class and participate verbally are agreeing to have 
their voices recorded. 
 
If you are not willing to consent to have your voice recorded during class, you will need to keep your 
mute button activated and communicate exclusively using the "chat" feature, which allows students 
to type questions and comments live. The chat will not be recorded or shared. 
As in all courses, unauthorized recording and unauthorized sharing of recorded materials is 
prohibited. 

Attendance: Students are expected to participate/ complete all lectures, labs, exams, and activities 
as scheduled. Students are also advised to read each assignment prior to its discussion in class/lab. I 
will not provide notes or a summary of the class. There are no make-up exams except for 
documented medical or personal emergencies. If this situation is applicable to you, contact me as 
soon as possible via Canvas, email: amywilliams1@ufl.edu, or notify the Department Administrative 
Assistant (352-392-2231).  
  

https://catalog.ufl.edu/ugrad/current/regulations/info/grades.aspx
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Late or Missed Assignments:  There will be no make-up assignments without either prior approval or 
an official documented excuse. Late assignments will be penalized 10% if they are turned in after the 
due date, and 10% more for each subsequent day—no exceptions. Requirements for class attendance 
and make-up exams, assignments, and other work in this course are consistent with university 
policies that can be found at: https://catalog.ufl.edu/UGRD/academic-regulations/attendance-
policies/. 
 
University Honesty Policy: UF students are bound by The Honor Pledge which states, “We, the 
members of the University of Florida community, pledge to hold ourselves and our peers to the 
highest standards of honor and integrity by abiding by the Honor Code.” On all work submitted for 
credit by students at the University of Florida, the following pledge is either required or implied: “On 
my honor, I have neither given nor received unauthorized aid in doing this assignment.” The Honor 
Code (https://www.dso.ufl.edu/sccr/process/student-conduct-honor-code/) specifies a number of 
behaviors that are in violation of this code and the possible sanctions. Furthermore, you are obligated 
to report any condition that facilitates academic misconduct to appropriate personnel. If you have 
any questions or concerns, please consult with the instructor or TAs in this class.  
 
Withdrawal Policy: Students may withdraw from the course with the grade of W at any time prior 
to and including November 21, 2022. 
 
Students with Disabilities: Students with disabilities requesting accommodations should first 
register with the Disability Resource Center (352-392-8565, www.dso.ufl.edu/drc/) by providing 
appropriate documentation. Once registered, students will receive an accommodation letter which 
must be presented to the instructor when requesting accommodation. Students with disabilities 
should follow this procedure as early as possible in the semester. 
  
Counseling and Wellness Center: Contact information for the Counseling and Wellness Center: 
http://www.counseling.ufl.edu/cwc/Default.aspx, 352-392-1575; and the University Police 
Department: 352-392-1111 or 9-1-1 for emergencies.  

 
Course Evaluation: Students are expected to provide professional and respectful feedback on the 
quality of instruction in this course by completing course evaluations online via GatorEvals. Guidance 
on how to give feedback in a professional and respectful manner is available 
at https://gatorevals.aa.ufl.edu/students/. Students will be notified when the evaluation period 
opens, and can complete evaluations through the email they receive from GatorEvals, in their Canvas 
course menu under GatorEvals, or via https://ufl.bluera.com/ufl/. Summaries of course evaluation 
results are available to students at https://gatorevals.aa.ufl.edu/public-results/. 
 
In-Class Recording: Students are allowed to record video or audio of class lectures. However, the 
purposes for which these recordings may be used are strictly controlled. The only allowable 
purposes are (1) for personal educational use, (2) in connection with a complaint to the university, or 
(3) as evidence in, or in preparation for, a criminal or civil proceeding. All other purposes are 
prohibited. Specifically, students may not publish recorded lectures without the written consent of 
the instructor.  
 
A “class lecture” is an educational presentation intended to inform or teach enrolled students about a 
particular subject, including any instructor-led discussions that form part of the presentation, and 
delivered by any instructor hired or appointed by the University, or by a guest instructor, as part of a 
University of Florida course. A class lecture does not include lab sessions, student presentations, 
clinical presentations such as patient history, academic exercises involving solely student 
participation, assessments (quizzes, tests, exams), field trips, private conversations between students 
in the class or between a student and the faculty or lecturer during a class session.  
 
Publication without permission of the instructor is prohibited. To “publish” means to share, transmit, 
circulate, distribute, or provide access to a recording, regardless of format or medium, to another 
person (or persons), including but not limited to another student within the same class section. 

https://catalog.ufl.edu/UGRD/academic-regulations/attendance-policies/
https://catalog.ufl.edu/UGRD/academic-regulations/attendance-policies/
https://www.dso.ufl.edu/sccr/process/student-conduct-honor-code/
file:///C:/Users/amywi/Dropbox%20(UFL)/UF/Teaching/GLY%204930%20Geobiology/www.dso.ufl.edu/drc/
http://www.counseling.ufl.edu/cwc/Default.aspx
https://gatorevals.aa.ufl.edu/students/
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__ufl.bluera.com_ufl_&d=DwMFAg&c=sJ6xIWYx-zLMB3EPkvcnVg&r=y2HjEMjRMHJhfdvLrqJZlYczRsfp5e4TfQjHuc5rVHg&m=WXko6OK_Ha6T00ZVAsEaSh99qRXHOgMNFRywCoehRho&s=itVU46DDJjnIg4CW6efJOOLgPjdzsPvCghyfzJoFONs&e=
https://gatorevals.aa.ufl.edu/public-results/
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Additionally, a recording, or transcript of a recording, is considered published if it is posted on or 
uploaded to, in whole or in part, any media platform, including but not limited to social media, book, 
magazine, newspaper, leaflet, or third party note/tutoring services. A student who publishes a 
recording without written consent may be subject to a civil cause of action instituted by a person 
injured by the publication and/or discipline under UF Regulation 4.040 Student Honor Code and 
Student Conduct Code. 
 

 
 
 
 
Tentative Schedule 
 
 ** This schedule is subject to change with appropriate prior notification. ** 


