
Fall 2020 Syllabus

Contact Information

Instructor: Dr. Amy Williams                                              Email:  amywilliams1@ufl.edu

Office: Williamson Hall 270                                                Phone: 352-273-1284

Office Hours: Via Zoom or Canvas Conference       Department Mailbox: WM 241

TAs: Kris Kusnerik                                                                    Email: kmkusnerik@ufl.edu

        Luke Grimmelbein                                                          Email: grimmelbeinl@ufl.edu

Note: For information on how to use the Canvas Conversations (Inbox), view the following

Conversations  (http://guides.instructure.com/s/2204/m/4212/c/23875) section of the Student Guide

 (http://guides.instructure.com/s/2204/m/4212) .

Check the Syllabus and Start Here section to make sure your question is not already answered.1. 

If you can't find the answer to your question there, check the Course Questions Discussion

Board to see if anyone else had the same question.

2. 

If your question has not already been asked, post the question to the Course Questions

Discussion Board.

3. 

If you are experiencing technical difficulties, follow the instructions for Technical Help in the Start

Here section.

If you have a personal question, follow the instructions for Personal Questions below.

Please allow 24 hours for a response. Questions posted over the weekend may not receive a

response until the beginning of the following week.

If you have a question that is of a personal nature or one that concerns grades, contact your
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instructor through Canvas.

Note: If you are asking a question about information that is already contained in the Start Here

section or Syllabus, be sure to state what is unclear about the existing information. Otherwise, you

will be referred to the handbook and syllabus.

Your first source of information for answering your questions is the Course Handbook: Start Here

module. Always check the handbook before emailing with your questions.

Lecture - Evolution of the Earth (8  Ed) by Donald Prothero and Robert Dott, 2009

Lab - Insights: A Laboratory Manual for Historical Geology (5  Ed) by Clair Russell Ossian

Fossil Kit: The kit is available at the University of Florida Bookstore website

(https://www.bsd.ufl.edu/textadoption/Manage/ViewAnAdoption.aspx?adoptId=233745&

returnHref=%2ftextadoption%2fManage%2fStart.aspx&returnText=Textbook+Adoption+Home) and

the item is called " GLY3105 Fossil kit". If you enter the course information using the drop down

menus the kit will show up under the list of required materials.

You will rent the kit for a rental fee of $60.00 (covers postage to your home and a postage paid

return address label). At the end of the semester you will use the postage paid return address

label to return the kit. You will be charged an additional $200.00 if you do not return the kit (kind

of like that 'free' robe from the hotel), and your student record will be flagged until payment is

made. Kits will not be available until after drop-add.

Advanced examination of the geologic history of planet earth with an emphasis on North America.

Prerequisites: GLY 2010C or GLY 2030C.

Identify and explain the physical and biological history of planet Earth based on the broad survey

we will complete during the semester.

Explain the role of plate tectonics on the development of the landscape, the evolution of life, and

climate dynamics.

Present in some detail the geologic record of North America while still examining major events of

other continents and their relationship (if any) to those of North America.

Discuss development of the modern geologic landscape of North America.

th

th
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Grading Scheme:                                                      A = 94.0-100%                    A- = 90.0-93.9%

                                        B+ = 87.0-89.9%                B = 84.0-86.9%                   B- = 80.0-83.9%

                                        C+ = 77.0-79.9%                 C = 74.0-76.9%                   C- = 70.0-73.9%

                                        D+ = 67.0-69.9%                 D = 64.0-66.9%                   D- = 60.0-63.9%

                                        E = below 60.0%

NOTE: Grades lower than a C- (i.e. lower than 70%) do not count for major, minor, Gen Ed, or college

credit. More information on grades and grading policies is here: https://catalog.ufl.edu/ugrad

/current/regulations/info/grades.aspx  (https://catalog.ufl.edu/ugrad/current/regulations

/info/grades.aspx) .

Exams & Grading:

All three lecture exams are taken online with a proctoring service called ProctorU. See the Start

Here: Course Tools & Technology for more information. Lab exercises will be submitted in digital

form and must be scanned and uploaded to Canvas as a PDF or Word Document. A much more

detailed discussion of exams and grading occurs within the Start Here module.

Your grade is based upon:

Lecture Grades (70%)

Three lecture exams (non-cumulative), 20% each

Summary quizzes, 12 quizzes, one for each  module, 10% of lecture grade)

Lab Grades (30%)

Lab Exercises (10 exercises, 30% of course grade)

Extra Credit:You can earn 3% extra credit (added to your overall grade) if you complete the Syllabus

and Start Here Quiz and the Register-ProctorU assignment prior to the deadlines listed in your

Course Calendar.

Exams: Exams will cover material from lectures and assigned readings.

Summary Quizzes: Brief summary quizzes are available on Canvas for every module in the course.

The quizzes are meant to reinforce the video lectures and provide example concepts and questions

that may appear on the exams. Because this course is partially self-paced, all quizzes are due by the

last day of class, but it is recommended that you complete them as you complete the modules.

Quizzes may be retaken an unlimited number of times and the highest score will be recorded. No

scores will count for credit if submitted after the last day of class.

Lab:  Laboratory activities will be completed using the Insights lab manual and the fossil kit.

Laboratory activities are due on Sunday evenings on the week they are due.

Lecture Schedule: Although this course is partially self-paced, I recommend you use the schedule
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for lecture topics, reading assignments, and exams below to stay on track.

Course communication: Necessary course materials beyond the textbook, lab manual, and fossil

kits, will be available on Canvas. You are responsible for anything sent by the instructor via email or

posted on Canvas.  All email communication will be sent to university email accounts; you are

responsible for checking your university email account at least daily. In most cases allow 24 hours for

an email response from me (and longer over weekends).

I am happy to meet during virtual office hours if you have questions, and if those times do not work,

please e-mail me to set up another time for us to meet. You are also welcome to email me with

questions. To help me distinguish your emails from those coming in from other classes, add “GLY

3105” to the start of your subject line. Please use best practices in your email to me (and all faculty)—

this includes signing off with your name, using full sentences, and not using text shorthand. This

conveys an important sense of professionalism that is worth practicing for future jobs.

Virtual Classes and Privacy: Our class sessions may be audio-visually recorded for students in the

class to refer back and for enrolled students who are unable to attend live. Students who participate

with their camera engaged or utilize a profile image are agreeing to have their video or image

recorded.  If you are unwilling to consent to have your profile or video image recorded, be sure to

keep your camera off and do not use a profile image. Likewise, students who un-mute during class

and participate verbally are agreeing to have their voices recorded.

If you are not willing to consent to have your voice recorded during class, you will need to keep your

mute button activated and communicate exclusively using the "chat" feature, which allows students to

type questions and comments live. The chat will not be recorded or shared.

As in all courses, unauthorized recording and unauthorized sharing of recorded materials is

prohibited.

Face to Face Practices: If face-to-face courses were to resume to accomplish the student learning

objectives of this course, in response to COVID-19, the following policies and requirements are in

place to maintain your learning environment and to enhance the safety of our in-classroom

interactions.

You are required to wear approved face coverings at all times during class and within buildings.

Following and enforcing these policies and requirements are all of our responsibility. Failure to do

so will lead to a report to the Office of Student Conduct and Conflict Resolution.

This course has been assigned a physical classroom with enough capacity to maintain physical

distancing (6 feet between individuals) requirements. Please utilize designated seats and maintain

appropriate spacing between students. Please do not move desks or stations.

Sanitizing supplies are available in the classroom if you wish to wipe down your desks prior to
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sitting down and at the end of the class.

Follow your instructor’s guidance on how to enter and exit the classroom. Practice physical

distancing to the extent possible when entering and exiting the classroom.

If you are experiencing COVID-19 symptoms (Click here for guidance from the CDC on

symptoms of coronavirus(Links to an external site.)  (https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-

ncov/symptoms-testing/symptoms.html) ), please use the UF Health screening system and follow

the instructions on whether you are able to attend class. Click here for UF Health guidance on

what to do if you have been exposed to or are experiencing Covid-19 symptoms (Links to

an external site.)  (https://coronavirus.ufhealth.org/screen-test-protect/covid-19-exposure-and-

symptoms-who-do-i-call-if/) .

Course materials will be provided to you with an excused absence, and you will be given a

reasonable amount of time to make up work. Find more information in the university

attendance policies(Links to an external site.)  (https://catalog.ufl.edu/UGRD/academic-

regulations/attendance-policies/) .

Attendance: Students are expected to participate in/ complete all lectures, labs, exams, and activities

as scheduled. Students are also advised to read each assignment prior to its discussion in class/lab. I

will not provide notes or a summary of the class. There are no make-up exams except for

documented medical or personal emergencies. If this situation is applicable to you, contact me as

soon as possible via Canvas, email: amywilliams1@ufl.edu, or notify the Department Administrative

Assistant (352-392-2231).

Late or Missed Assignments: There will be no make-up assignments without either prior approval

or an official documented excuse. Late assignments will be penalized 10% if they are turned in after

the due date, and 10% more for each subsequent day—no exceptions. Requirements for class

attendance and make-up exams, assignments, and other work in this course are consistent with

university policies that can be found at: https://catalog.ufl.edu/UGRD/academic-regulations

/attendance-policies/  (https://catalog.ufl.edu/UGRD/academic-regulations/attendance-policies/) .

University Honesty Policy: UF students are bound by The Honor Pledge which states, “We, the

members of the University of Florida community, pledge to hold ourselves and our peers to the

highest standards of honor and integrity by abiding by the Honor Code.” On all work submitted for

credit by students at the University of Florida, the following pledge is either required or implied: “On

my honor, I have neither given nor received unauthorized aid in doing this assignment.” The Honor

Code (https://www.dso.ufl.edu/sccr/process/student-conduct-honor-code/

(https://www.dso.ufl.edu/sccr/process/student-conduct-honor-code/) ) specifies a number of behaviors

that are in violation of this code and the possible sanctions. Furthermore, you are obligated to report

any condition that facilitates academic misconduct to appropriate personnel. If you have any

questions or concerns, please consult with the instructor or TAs in this class.

Withdrawal Policy: Students may withdraw from the course with the grade of W at any time prior to

and including November 23, 2020.
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Date Details

Mon Aug 31, 2020

Class Begins
(https://ufl.instructure.com

/calendar?event_id=1507993&

include_contexts=course_407815)

12am

Lecture: Dawn of Multicellular
Life (https://ufl.instructure.com

/calendar?event_id=1507985&

include_contexts=course_407815)

12am

Lecture: Early Origins of Life
(https://ufl.instructure.com

/calendar?event_id=1507986&
12am

Students with Disabilities: Students with disabilities requesting accommodations should first

register with the Disability Resource Center (352-392-8565, www.dso.ufl.edu/drc/) by providing

appropriate documentation. Once registered, students will receive an accommodation letter which

must be presented to the instructor when requesting accommodation. Students with disabilities

should follow this procedure as early as possible in the semester.

Counseling and Wellness Center: Contact information for the Counseling and Wellness Center:

http://www.counseling.ufl.edu/cwc/Default.aspx  (http://www.counseling.ufl.edu/cwc/Default.aspx)

, 352-392-1575; and the University Police Department: 352-392-1111 or 9-1-1 for emergencies.

Course Evaluation: Students are expected to provide professional and respectful feedback on the

quality of instruction in this course by completing course evaluations online via GatorEvals. Guidance

on how to give feedback in a professional and respectful manner is available

at https://gatorevals.aa.ufl.edu/students/  (https://gatorevals.aa.ufl.edu/students/) . Students will be

notified when the evaluation period opens, and can complete evaluations through the email they

receive from GatorEvals, in their Canvas course menu under GatorEvals, or

via https://ufl.bluera.com/ufl/  (https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-

3A__ufl.bluera.com_ufl_&d=DwMFAg&c=sJ6xIWYx-zLMB3EPkvcnVg&

r=y2HjEMjRMHJhfdvLrqJZlYczRsfp5e4TfQjHuc5rVHg&

m=WXko6OK_Ha6T00ZVAsEaSh99qRXHOgMNFRywCoehRho&

s=itVU46DDJjnIg4CW6efJOOLgPjdzsPvCghyfzJoFONs&e=) . Summaries of course evaluation results

are available to students at https://gatorevals.aa.ufl.edu/public-results/

(https://gatorevals.aa.ufl.edu/public-results/) .
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Date Details

include_contexts=course_407815)

Lecture: Origin of the
Atmosphere and Hydrosphere
(https://ufl.instructure.com

/calendar?event_id=1507987&

include_contexts=course_407815)

12am

Register for ProctorU
(https://ufl.instructure.com

/calendar?event_id=1508009&

include_contexts=course_407815)

12am

Syllabus and Start Here Quiz
Opens (https://ufl.instructure.com

/calendar?event_id=1508003&

include_contexts=course_407815)

12am

Sun Sep 6, 2020

Lab 1 open
(https://ufl.instructure.com

/calendar?event_id=1507966&

include_contexts=course_407815)

12am

Topic 1 Summary Quiz
(https://ufl.instructure.com/courses

/407815/assignments/4377165)

due by 11:59pm

Mon Sep 7, 2020

Labor Day
(https://ufl.instructure.com

/calendar?event_id=1507949&

include_contexts=course_407815)

12am

Lecture: The Archean
(https://ufl.instructure.com

/calendar?event_id=1507975&

include_contexts=course_407815)

12am

Lecture: The Proterozoic
(https://ufl.instructure.com

/calendar?event_id=1507978&

include_contexts=course_407815)

12am

Register-ProctorU due by 11pm
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Date Details

(https://ufl.instructure.com/courses

/407815/assignments/4328649)

Syllabus and Start Here Quiz
(https://ufl.instructure.com/courses

/407815/assignments/4328634)

due by 11:59pm

Sun Sep 13, 2020

Lab 2 Open
(https://ufl.instructure.com

/calendar?event_id=1545093&

include_contexts=course_407815)

12am

Topic 2 Summary Quiz
(https://ufl.instructure.com/courses

/407815/assignments/4378358)

due by 11:59pm

Lab 1. Measuring Geological Time
(https://ufl.instructure.com/courses

/407815/assignments/4328640)

due by 11:59pm

Mon Sep 14, 2020

Lecture: Cambrian Period
(https://ufl.instructure.com

/calendar?event_id=1507976&

include_contexts=course_407815)

12am

Lecture: Ordovician Period
(https://ufl.instructure.com

/calendar?event_id=1507963&

include_contexts=course_407815)

12am

Sun Sep 20, 2020

Lab 3 Open
(https://ufl.instructure.com

/calendar?event_id=1507961&

include_contexts=course_407815)

12am

Topic 3 Summary Quiz
(https://ufl.instructure.com/courses

/407815/assignments/4379179)

due by 11:59pm

Lab 2. Stratigraphy and the
Ordering of Geologic Events
(https://ufl.instructure.com/courses

/407815/assignments/4328641)

due by 11:59pm
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Date Details

Mon Sep 21, 2020

Lecture: Animals Invade the Land
(https://ufl.instructure.com

/calendar?event_id=1507983&

include_contexts=course_407815)

12am

Lecture: Plants Invade the Land
(https://ufl.instructure.com

/calendar?event_id=1507977&

include_contexts=course_407815)

12am

Sun Sep 27, 2020

Lab 4 Open
(https://ufl.instructure.com

/calendar?event_id=1508005&

include_contexts=course_407815)

12am

Lab 3. Physical Stratigraphy
(https://ufl.instructure.com/courses

/407815/assignments/4328642)

due by 11:59pm

Mon Sep 28, 2020

Lecture: The Silurian and
Devonian Periods
(https://ufl.instructure.com

/calendar?event_id=1507992&

include_contexts=course_407815)

12am

Sat Oct 3, 2020

Homecoming
(https://ufl.instructure.com

/calendar?event_id=1507994&

include_contexts=course_407815)

12am

Sun Oct 4, 2020

Lab 5 Open
(https://ufl.instructure.com

/calendar?event_id=1507960&

include_contexts=course_407815)

12am

Lab 4 Introduction to
Paleontology (https://ufl.instructure.com

/courses/407815/assignments/4328643)

due by 11:59pm

Mon Oct 5, 2020

Lecture: Paleozoic Reefs and
Evaporites (https://ufl.instructure.com

/calendar?event_id=1507991&

include_contexts=course_407815)

12am
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Date Details

Lecture: Permian Period: Coming
Together (https://ufl.instructure.com

/calendar?event_id=1507957&

include_contexts=course_407815)

12am

Sun Oct 11, 2020

Lab 6 Open
(https://ufl.instructure.com

/calendar?event_id=1507962&

include_contexts=course_407815)

12am

Mon Oct 12, 2020

Lecture: North Atlantic Rifting:
Marine and Non-Marine Rift Basins
(https://ufl.instructure.com

/calendar?event_id=1507955&

include_contexts=course_407815)

12am

Sun Oct 18, 2020

Lab 5. Paleontology and
Identification of the Major Phyla-Part
One (https://ufl.instructure.com/courses

/407815/assignments/4328644)

due by 11:59pm

Mon Oct 19, 2020

Lecture: Jurassic Period
(https://ufl.instructure.com

/calendar?event_id=1507981&

include_contexts=course_407815)

12am

Lecture: Triassic Period
(https://ufl.instructure.com

/calendar?event_id=1507956&

include_contexts=course_407815)

12am

Wed Oct 21, 2020
Exam 1 (https://ufl.instructure.com

/courses/407815/assignments/4328635)
due by 11pm

Mon Oct 26, 2020

Lecture: Cretaceous Mass
Extinction (https://ufl.instructure.com

/calendar?event_id=1507982&

include_contexts=course_407815)

12am

Lecture: Cretaceous Period
(https://ufl.instructure.com

/calendar?event_id=1507980&

include_contexts=course_407815)

12am
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Date Details

Sun Nov 1, 2020

Lab 7 Open
(https://ufl.instructure.com

/calendar?event_id=1508000&

include_contexts=course_407815)

12am

Lab 6. Paleontology and
Identification of the Major Phyla- Part
Two (https://ufl.instructure.com/courses

/407815/assignments/4328645)

due by 11:59pm

Mon Nov 2, 2020

Lecture: Appalachians and Stable
Interior (https://ufl.instructure.com

/calendar?event_id=1507989&

include_contexts=course_407815)

12am

Lecture: Development of the
Cryosphere: Northern Hemisphere
(https://ufl.instructure.com

/calendar?event_id=1507974&

include_contexts=course_407815)

12am

Lecture: Gulf of Mexico and
Atlantic Coastal Plains
(https://ufl.instructure.com

/calendar?event_id=1507990&

include_contexts=course_407815)

12am

Lecture: Overview of Cenozoic
Tectonics (https://ufl.instructure.com

/calendar?event_id=1507964&

include_contexts=course_407815)

12am

Sun Nov 8, 2020

Lab 8 Open
(https://ufl.instructure.com

/calendar?event_id=1508006&

include_contexts=course_407815)

12am

Lab 7. Applied Paleontology
(https://ufl.instructure.com/courses

/407815/assignments/4328646)

due by 11:59pm

Mon Nov 9, 2020
Lecture: Sierra Nevada Mts.

(https://ufl.instructure.com

/calendar?event_id=1507968&

12am
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Date Details

include_contexts=course_407815)

Lecture: The Cascade Mountains
(https://ufl.instructure.com

/calendar?event_id=1507988&

include_contexts=course_407815)

12am

Lecture: The Columbia River
Plateau (https://ufl.instructure.com

/calendar?event_id=1507959&

include_contexts=course_407815)

12am

Lecture: The Snake River Plain
(https://ufl.instructure.com

/calendar?event_id=1508002&

include_contexts=course_407815)

12am

Veterans Day
(https://ufl.instructure.com

/calendar?event_id=1507984&

include_contexts=course_407815)

12am

Sun Nov 15, 2020

Lab 9 Open
(https://ufl.instructure.com

/calendar?event_id=1507951&

include_contexts=course_407815)

12am

Lab 8. Geologic Structures
(https://ufl.instructure.com/courses

/407815/assignments/4328647)

due by 11:59pm

Mon Nov 16, 2020

Lecture: The Basin and Range
(https://ufl.instructure.com

/calendar?event_id=1507954&

include_contexts=course_407815)

12am

Lecture: The Colorado Plateau
(https://ufl.instructure.com

/calendar?event_id=1507958&

include_contexts=course_407815)

12am

Lecture: The Rocky Mountains
and High Plains 12am
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Date Details

(https://ufl.instructure.com

/calendar?event_id=1507999&

include_contexts=course_407815)

Wed Nov 18, 2020
Exam 2 (https://ufl.instructure.com

/courses/407815/assignments/4328637)
due by 11pm

Sun Nov 22, 2020

Lab 10 Open
(https://ufl.instructure.com

/calendar?event_id=1545253&

include_contexts=course_407815)

12am

Lab 9. Geologic Maps- Part One
(https://ufl.instructure.com/courses

/407815/assignments/4328648)

due by 11:59pm

Mon Nov 23, 2020

Lecture: The California
Borderland (https://ufl.instructure.com

/calendar?event_id=1507998&

include_contexts=course_407815)

12am

Lecture: The Rio Grande Rift
(https://ufl.instructure.com

/calendar?event_id=1507970&

include_contexts=course_407815)

12am

Wed Nov 25, 2020

Thanksgiving Break
(https://ufl.instructure.com

/calendar?event_id=1507995&

include_contexts=course_407815)

12am

Thu Nov 26, 2020

Thanksgiving Break
(https://ufl.instructure.com

/calendar?event_id=1507996&

include_contexts=course_407815)

12am

Fri Nov 27, 2020

Thanksgiving Break
(https://ufl.instructure.com

/calendar?event_id=1507997&

include_contexts=course_407815)

12am

Mon Nov 30, 2020
Lecture: Cryosphere Induced Sea

Level Change 12am
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Date Details

(https://ufl.instructure.com

/calendar?event_id=1507973&

include_contexts=course_407815)

Lecture: Development of the
Cryosphere: Southern Hemisphere
(https://ufl.instructure.com

/calendar?event_id=1507969&

include_contexts=course_407815)

12am

Lecture: Pictorial: Glacial
Landscapes (https://ufl.instructure.com

/calendar?event_id=1507979&

include_contexts=course_407815)

12am

Sun Dec 6, 2020
Lab 10. Geologic Maps- Part Two,

(https://ufl.instructure.com/courses

/407815/assignments/4328638)

due by 11:59pm

Mon Dec 7, 2020

Lecture: Deglacial Drainage
Changes (https://ufl.instructure.com

/calendar?event_id=1507967&

include_contexts=course_407815)

12am

Lecture: Glacial Erosion and
Deposition (https://ufl.instructure.com

/calendar?event_id=1507971&

include_contexts=course_407815)

12am

Wed Dec 9, 2020

All Summary Quizzes Due
(https://ufl.instructure.com

/calendar?event_id=1545305&

include_contexts=course_407815)

12am

Last Day of Class
(https://ufl.instructure.com

/calendar?event_id=1508004&

include_contexts=course_407815)

12am

Exam 3 (https://ufl.instructure.com

/courses/407815/assignments/4328636)
due by 11pm

Wed Apr 7, 2021 Last Day of Class 12am
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Date Details

(https://ufl.instructure.com

/calendar?event_id=1507953&

include_contexts=course_407815)

Homecoming
(https://ufl.instructure.com

/calendar?event_id=1507948&

include_contexts=course_407815)

Topic 1 Review Questions
(https://ufl.instructure.com/courses

/407815/assignments/4328653)

Topic 10 Review Questions
(https://ufl.instructure.com/courses

/407815/assignments/4328650)

Topic 11 Review Questions
(https://ufl.instructure.com/courses

/407815/assignments/4328651)

Topic 12 Review Questions
(https://ufl.instructure.com/courses

/407815/assignments/4328652)

Topic 2 Review Questions
(https://ufl.instructure.com/courses

/407815/assignments/4328654)

Topic 3 Review Questions
(https://ufl.instructure.com/courses

/407815/assignments/4328655)

Topic 4 Review Questions
(https://ufl.instructure.com/courses

/407815/assignments/4328656)

Topic 5 Review Questions
(https://ufl.instructure.com/courses

/407815/assignments/4328657)

Topic 6 Review Questions
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Date Details

(https://ufl.instructure.com/courses

/407815/assignments/4328658)

Topic 7 Review Questions
(https://ufl.instructure.com/courses

/407815/assignments/4328659)

Topic 8 Review Questions
(https://ufl.instructure.com/courses

/407815/assignments/4328660)

Topic 9 Review Questions
(https://ufl.instructure.com/courses

/407815/assignments/4328661)
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