Syllabus (GLY4750L)

Field Methods Fall 2025 (2 credits)

1. General Information

Meeting days and times: W 9-10
Class location: WM202
Instructor(s):
Name: Courtney Sprain
Office Building/Number: 355 Williamson Hall
Phone: 352-294-6319
Email: csprain@ufl.edu
Office Hours: Th 1-3 PM (Room 265 Williamson Group)

Teaching Assistant(s):
Name: Hee Jun Cheong
Office Building/Number: 374 Williamson Hall
Email: heejuncheong@ufl.edu
Office Hours: M 4-5 PM (Room 271 Williamson Hall)



Course Description

This course is designed to help prepare you for field camp. Here, you will learn the fundamentals
of geologic map creation, in addition to other important field skills. It is expected that your work
is professionally completed, accurate and follows the expectations required.

The course is rigorous, time-consuming and graded very thoroughly. We spend a lot of time
grading assignments and commenting on your work. Please take the time to read our comments
and avoid repeating the mistake. Because this is a prep course for the capstone, you must receive
a grade of “C” or higher to be able to register for GLY4400C (Structural Geology) which itself is
a requirement for GLY4790 Summer Field Camp.

NOTE: This course is intended ONLY for BS majors attending field camp in 2025. It is not
suitable for BA majors or others outside the department.

Text: None required, materials will be handed out in class.

Field Exercise: There will be a 5-day field trip Oct 3-7. All geology classes will receive
automatic permission, but if you need a note for other classes, let me know. We will be camping
on this field trip. I will discuss what is required for the trip and offer suggestions for rental and/or
purchase of tents/sleeping bags/pads.

Prerequisites
Prereq: GLY 3105C or GLY 2100C, or instructor permission. MUST PLAN TO ATTEND
FIELD CAMP SUMMER 2026

General Education Designation:
All General Education area objectives can be found here.

Course Materials

e 360 protractor: Available through Amazon or other vendors

e Metal ruler

e Adobe Illustrator, CorelDraw or other approved Drawing Package: Note Adobe is
preferred BUT YOU DO NOT NEED TO BUY THE MOST RECENT VERSION.

e Colored Pencils: Available on Amazon and other vendors

e Rite in the Rain Geology Field Notebook: Available through Amazon and other vendors

e Calculator (can use phone)

e Rolling ruler (suggested but not required): Available through Amazon or other vendors)

e Rock Hammer: These range in price. Estwing is highest but other options available
through Amazon and other vendors

e Hand lens: [lluminated are nice but not required. Get a triplet available on Amazon and
other vendors


https://undergrad.aa.ufl.edu/general-education/gen-ed-program/subject-area-objectives/
https://www.amazon.com/Westcott-Protractor-Measuring-Tool-255/dp/B000YQIE5I/ref=asc_df_B000YQIE5I/?tag=hyprod-20&linkCode=df0&hvadid=692875362841&hvpos=&hvnetw=g&hvrand=21661042572295308&hvpone=&hvptwo=&hvqmt=&hvdev=c&hvdvcmdl=&hvlocint=&hvlocphy=9011723&hvtargid=pla-2281435177098&psc=1&mcid=d85a6e75cc763d238841ecbcdb86eed2&hvocijid=21661042572295308-B000YQIE5I-&hvexpln=73&gad_source=1
https://www.amazon.com/Amazon-Basics-Premium-Colored-Multicolor/dp/B07D93R5HV/ref=asc_df_B07D93R5HV/?tag=hyprod-20&linkCode=df0&hvadid=692875362841&hvpos=&hvnetw=g&hvrand=18241278318006095007&hvpone=&hvptwo=&hvqmt=&hvdev=c&hvdvcmdl=&hvlocint=&hvlocphy=9011723&hvtargid=pla-2281435175938&mcid=184ff3b5551b3aebacd520a29ae5a823&hvocijid=18241278318006095007-B07D93R5HV-&hvexpln=73&gad_source=1&th=1
https://www.amazon.com/Westcott-Protractor-Measuring-Tool-255/dp/B000YQIE5I/ref=asc_df_B000YQIE5I/?tag=hyprod-20&linkCode=df0&hvadid=692875362841&hvpos=&hvnetw=g&hvrand=14393957219675639408&hvpone=&hvptwo=&hvqmt=&hvdev=c&hvdvcmdl=&hvlocint=&hvlocphy=9011723&hvtargid=pla-2281435177098&psc=1&mcid=d85a6e75cc763d238841ecbcdb86eed2&hvocijid=14393957219675639408-B000YQIE5I-&hvexpln=73&gad_source=1
https://www.amazon.com/Plastic-Measuring-Parallel-Multifunctional-Drafting/dp/B08RB2226S/ref=asc_df_B08RB2226S/?tag=hyprod-20&linkCode=df0&hvadid=692875362841&hvpos=&hvnetw=g&hvrand=100452308478446767&hvpone=&hvptwo=&hvqmt=&hvdev=c&hvdvcmdl=&hvlocint=&hvlocphy=9011723&hvtargid=pla-2281435178778&psc=1&mcid=9f26816a08143c96b98ffc0d79c1e1d4&hvocijid=100452308478446767-B08RB2226S-&hvexpln=73&gad_source=1
https://www.amazon.com/Rock-Pick-Geological-Pointed-Reduction/dp/B08FZFQRV6/ref=asc_df_B08FZFQRV6/?tag=hyprod-20&linkCode=df0&hvadid=692875362841&hvpos=&hvnetw=g&hvrand=8152711946436454130&hvpone=&hvptwo=&hvqmt=&hvdev=c&hvdvcmdl=&hvlocint=&hvlocphy=9011723&hvtargid=pla-2281435180258&psc=1&mcid=dbd2908f3b013193ade824b4634aac15&hvocijid=8152711946436454130-B08FZFQRV6-&hvexpln=73&gad_source=1
https://www.amazon.com/SE-10x-Illuminated-Jewelers-Loupe/dp/B00OZOGDNU/ref=asc_df_B00OZOGDNU/?tag=hyprod-20&linkCode=df0&hvadid=692875362841&hvpos=&hvnetw=g&hvrand=6457249834287714447&hvpone=&hvptwo=&hvqmt=&hvdev=c&hvdvcmdl=&hvlocint=&hvlocphy=9011723&hvtargid=pla-2281435179498&psc=1&mcid=02b20ee6beb533298f4141ffd0446674&hvocijid=6457249834287714447-B00OZOGDNU-&hvexpln=73&gad_source=1
https://www.amazon.com/SE-10x-Illuminated-Jewelers-Loupe/dp/B00OZOGDNU/ref=asc_df_B00OZOGDNU/?tag=hyprod-20&linkCode=df0&hvadid=692875362841&hvpos=&hvnetw=g&hvrand=6457249834287714447&hvpone=&hvptwo=&hvqmt=&hvdev=c&hvdvcmdl=&hvlocint=&hvlocphy=9011723&hvtargid=pla-2281435179498&psc=1&mcid=02b20ee6beb533298f4141ffd0446674&hvocijid=6457249834287714447-B00OZOGDNU-&hvexpln=73&gad_source=1

Other Materials:

Materials Fee: $59.48 (field trip)

I1. Student Learning Outcomes
A student who successfully completes this course will be able to:

e Identify and describe minerals and rocks (Assessed through Homeworks, Quizzes,
Midterm, and Final).

o Define geologic time, stratigraphy, and landforms (Assessed through Homeworks,
Quizzes, Midterm, and Final).

e Synthesize analog and digital datasets to produce geologic maps (Assessed through
Homeworks, Quizzes, Midterm, and Final).

e Apply the scientific method to the analysis of published and self-generated data
(Assessed through Homeworks, Quizzes, Midterm, and Final).

e Use computers for the presentation of geologic maps and data (Assessed through
Homeworks).

e Solve geologic problems in teams and present the result of such collaboration effectively
(Assessed through Homeworks)

II1. Graded Work

Requirements for class attendance and make-up exams, assignments, and other work in this
course are consistent with university policies that can be found in the Catalog.

Homeworks and Quizzes (10 assignments, 1 syllabus and 2 geologic time scale quizzes): 775 pts.
Mid-Term Exam: 150 pts.
Final Exam: 150 pts.

Note: Instructional materials for this course consist of only those materials specifically reviewed,
selected, and assigned by the instructor(s). The instructor(s) is only responsible for these
instructional materials.

Rubrics—How will I be graded?

There are basically 3 types of exercises/exams/quizzes in this course. The most complex grading
comes from your map/cross-section work. To help you understand what we will be looking for,
there is a detailed grading rubric in the first mapping File folder (Assignment #4). It is also very
important for you to read/note the feedback we provide. That feedback will help you in


https://catalog.ufl.edu/UGRD/academic-regulations/

subsequent assignments. Neatness is a must. There are examples in the assignment files for each
type of exercise.

Scale/3-Point and Other Exercises: These are mostly quantitative exercises that require you to
calculate the correct answers. To get full credit, you should show your work. For example, when
converting units (meters to miles), show the equations with units. If the problem requires
multiple steps to reach the correct answer, provide each step in a clear and logical manner (see
example). For 3-point problems, follow the methods outlined in lecture.

Late Work: Late Assignments lose 20% per day. One 'free' late assignment will be accepted per
semester, per student without penalty provided it is turned in no later than midnight on the
Sunday following the due date.

Extra Credit: [ will add up to 5 points to each homework for students who fix errors in the
graded assignment and turn in the corrected version within 1 week. You must address/correct all
errors. That requires you to explain what the error was and how to correct it going forward.

Repeated Errors: Once we have commented on, and noted an error in your homework, you are
expected to NOT REPEAT the error. Point penalties are DOUBLED on subsequent assignments
for repeated errors. REVIEW OUR COMMENTS!

Grading Scale

A:100-92%
A-:90-91.99%
B+: 87-89.99%
B: 82-86.99%
B-: 80-81.99%
C+:77-79.99%
C: 72-76.99%

(the following are all failing grades for the major)
C-: 70-71.99%

D+: 67-69.99%

D: 62-66.99%

D-: 60-61.99%

E: <60%

See the UF Catalog’s "Grades and Grading Policies" for information on how UF assigns grade

points.

Note: A minimum grade of C is required to earn General Education credit.


https://catalog.ufl.edu/UGRD/academic-regulations/grades-grading-policies/

Date

August 27,
2025

September
3, 2025

September
10, 2025

September
17, 2025

September
24,2025

IOctober 1,
2025

[October 3,
2025

[October 8,
2025

2025

IOctober 22,
2025

[October 15,

Topic Readings/Preparation

Introduction to the
course. Topographic
maps.

More work with
topographic maps.

Strike and dip. Intro to
Bruntons. Quiz on
geological time scale.

Simple geological
maps. Field notebook
and rock/mineral
descriptions.

More work with
geological maps.

Stratigraphic sections.
Review common
igneous and
sedimentary structures.

Field Trip through Oct 7, 2024

Introduction to
Stereonets.

Mid-Term Exam review all materials

More complex
geological maps
(synforms and
antiforms).

Work Due

09/10/2025

09/17/2025

09/24/2025

10/01/2025

10/3/2025

10/22/2025

10/22/2025

10/29/2025




Date

IOctober 29,
2025

[November
5, 2025

[November
12,2025

November
19, 2025

[November
26,2025

December
3, 2025

Topic Readings/Preparation

rint out and prepare
Advanced Stereonets p prep
stereonets

Advanced Stereonets

Advanced Field Topics
Digital Use

Final Exam Part I:
Geological Maps and
Cross-Sections.

Thanksgiving Break

Final Exam Part II:
Scales, Topo Sheet,
Time Scale,
Stereonets, 3 point
problems

Work Due

11/05/2025

11/12/2025

12/3/2025

V. University Policies and Resources

This course complies with all UF academic policies. For information on those polices and for
resources for students, please: https://syllabus.ufl.edu/syllabus-policy/uf-syllabus-policy-links/.

Procedure for conflict resolution

Any classroom issues, disagreements or grade disputes should be discussed first between the
instructor and the student. Be prepared to provide documentation of the problem, as well as all
graded materials for the semester. Issues that cannot be resolved departmentally will be referred
to the University Ombuds Office (http://www.ombuds.ufl.edu; 352-392-1308) or the Dean of

Students Office (http://www.dso.ufl.edu; 352-392-1261).



https://syllabus.ufl.edu/syllabus-policy/uf-syllabus-policy-links/
http://www.ombuds.ufl.edu/
tel:3523921308
http://www.dso.ufl.edu/
tel:3523921261

